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PREFACE 


Daring the centenary celebrations of Sri Thyagaraja 
opinion wai expressed that the best memorial of the occasion 
would be the publication of rare songs of Thyagaraja not 
hitherto published in notation. I was prevailed upon to 
select and edit them. I was most anxious that my sources 
should be genuine and authentic. I approached the late 
lamented Dr. Srinivasa Raghavan who was reputed to possess 
the Thillaistanam version of the songs. He readily handed 
over the manuscripts to me for such use as I may make of 
them. We must express our deep appreciation of the help 
rendered by him. We are also indebted to the authorities of 
the Saurashtra Sabha, equally kind in sending tneir manu¬ 
scripts to us for selection. A copy of the CJmayalpuram 
MSS in the possession of the Music Academy, Madras, was 
also made use of for purpjses of comparison. Utmost care 
has been taken not to interfere with the rendering as contain¬ 
ed in these MSS- The time indications which were however 
wanting in these MSS, have been supplied with considerable 
difficulty. Whiie it has been the purpose to include only 
Kirtanas not published before in notation, yet it was not 
considered amiss to include the famous Pancharatnas which 
are here presented with the guarantee of genuineness. A few 
songs are also given for the corrects jss of their version. 

I must express my indebtedness to Mr. K. Krishnamurthy 
for the care with which he prepared the MSS for the press 
and corrected the proofs. 

We have again to express our thanks to Mr. D. Venkata- 
ramanayya, Retired Dy. Collector. Vizagapatam for his kind 
promise of Rs. 1,116 for this publication of which he has 
already paid Rs. 800. In conclusion, I cannot avoid men¬ 
tioning that it is the kind urge and enthusiasm of Sri Vissa 
Appa Rao that accounts for this work seeing the light of day. 


14—7—1951 ) 

T. V. SUBBA RAO, 

Royapettah V 


Madras, H. ) 
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The Hon’bie Chief Justice 
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(Chairman) 

Sri K. Koti Reddi 
Srimathi A. Rukmini Lakshmipati 
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,, M. Chayappa 
,, K. J. Gopala Rao 
„ V. Nagayya 
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Sangitakalanidhi Sri D. Venkataswami Naidu 
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